
ENGINEERS WANT
IB MAKE OCEIS.

Claim They Can Turn t

the Sahara Into a

Raging Main.

CANAL ACROSS ISLAND. '

Possible to urn the Red Sea
from a Salt to a Fresh

Water Body. >

Few people realize how completely of late

years rue sunace asprei vi iu>o ,

old globe of ours has been altered and im- j

proved. t
The world of to-day. In fact, differs from* i

the world of our ancestors, much as a so- j

ciety lady, In all the glory of fold and frill t

and furbelow, differs from her savage sister 1
running wild in pestilential woods. As art 1

has transformed the one, so has it the other. <

Only the "Mme. Rachel" who has made s

the earth, If not exactly "beautiful""for- 1
ever," at least a pleasant and healthful 1

place wherein todweHl, Is no charlatan with 1
a dray load of cosmetics and a glib tongue, 1
but a civil engineer, owning nothing mora
harmful than n fnff mvstprious-looking in- !
strwnents and a measuring tape.

Tlie Sahara an Ocean. ^
And the marvel of it all is this.that what ,

has been done is but an infinitesimal frae- {

tion of that which may, and doubtless will, 1

be done. Who can doubt, for instance, that £
the great Sahara Desert.that mole upon $
the world's face, will one day be but a J
memory? It was an inland sea once. It
would not be a very difficult matter to con- i
vert it Into one again. t
A cairn! sixty miles long, connecting with t

the Atlantic the vast depression which runs s
c4ose up to the coast nearly midway be- t
tween the twentieth and thirtieth parallels c
of latitude, would do thv business beautl- s

fully. Toe water would not. of course,
cover the entire surface of the desert. Here 1
and there are portions lying above sea lever, v
These would become the islands of the t
new Sahara Ocean. p
What would be the results that would i

ensue upon this stupendous (transformation? J
Some would be good and some Dad. Among *

tlhc latter may be mentioned the probable 0

destruction of the vineyards of southern s

Burope, which depend for their existence
upon the warm dry winds from the great ^African desert.
As some compensation for this, however, ,

the mercantile marines of the nations af- c
fected would be enabled, to gain immediate .

and easy access to vast regions now given [
over to barbarian), and a series of more or
less flourishing seaport 'towns would spring \

up all aiong the southern borders of Mo- y
To* CO ami Algeria, where the western! t
watershed of the Nile sinks into the desert, o
and on the northern frontier of the Congo s
Free State. v

Australian Inland Ocean.
In a similar manner the greater portion v

of the central Australian desert, covering
an area of fully 1,Odd,000 squure miles, ,f
might be flooded. The island continent .,
would then bo reconverted into a gigantic
a toll, and would resemble, roughly, an oval .
dish of which the depressed central portion
would be covered with water and only the ti
"rim" inhabited. In this connection it s
may be interesting to note that a company w

the Yttina desert la Southern California, t
If the plan, as at prose n't proposed, is
carried out, a tract of absolutely unin- A
habitable territory, comprising nearly 13,. a

000 <o^p"o miles, and the greater portion e

<>f which i,«s between ~'fy and 1.000 feet J'
below sea level, will be si. 'nerged.
A few Englishmen.known ia» "fMtle Englanders".stillblame t'he Government for

Insiettng upon the reeonqnest of Cie
Soudan. "A useless acquisition," say they. t]Perhaps! ^But capable judges believe that it would jjhave been little loss than suicidal to have pallowed tlhese regions to fall into tlhe hands f
of France; for the simple reason 'that her e
engineers, by diverting the course of the si
Nile at Abu Hamed or Berber.no very w
difficult task.could at any time turn all tl
upper Egypt info a desert. p

It has even been suggested that it might tl
be possible.by turning its waters into one a
of the many lateral ravines which run at t
right angles to the present course of the tl
river.to find a new outlet for It into the h
Red Sea, and thereby to transform, in c
process of time, that sheet of water into a h
great fresh water lake. k
To accomplish this it would of course be d

necessary to build a giant darn across the o
southern "neck." near Perlm. and to regu- tl
late, or rather stop altogether, the inward pflow of the Mediterranean through the Suez ti
Canal.a big task, but one not entirely impossibleof accomplishment. h

Other Great Schemes.
The above are examples of big schemes.

There are manv others that might be men- h

tloned. Including, of course, the Panama t<
and Nicaraguau canals, and the French <

"war canal." between the mouths of the t)
Loire and the Rhone, which, when com- G
pleted, wilt enable their ironclads to dodge s'
round behind Gibraltar when passing from
the Atlantic to the edlterrancan or vice u
Versa. t<
But it is the comparatively little engineeringfeats which have slowly but surely

altered In the past and will alter in the
future the face of the earth. Even so 1
small a matter, for Instance, as the proposedseawall at Southend will certainly
deepen the estuary of the Thames, and
may conceivably do away with the Good- el
win Sands. tt
A scheme was recently mooted to cut a p

«h:p canal through the centre of Ireland, hi
beginning at Dublin and finishing at Gal- it
way. It would be no very difficult feat to o(
accomplish, for most of the country through
which it would pass Is flat and boggy. t<

Y
COST OF LIVING IN SWEDEN. ir

o

Rent* Have Donhled in a Year, and ft
Food Prices Are Very Hi^li.

It used to be the general opinion that ^
one could live cheaply in Sweden, but the a

tables are rapidly turning. Every article w

of general consumption has advanced per- 'J,cenrihlv in the last vear. and the T>eoT>le
art- complaining on all aides.
An apartment of seven or eight rooms in

Stockho'.-s, without electric light, bathroomsor steam heat, costs $500 per annum.
Half that amount was formerly a fair
price. Let the flat be new and have a «rbath, central heating and other conveniences,and $750 would have to be paid.
Four dollars a month was formerly good ,

pay for a general houseworker, while now 11
they commvnl $5 and $6 a month. First- .

class butter is quoted at 35 cents a pound.
Meat and fish have gained 25 per cent, jlOysters are a delicacy Vegetables are al- 11

most Impossible to obtain.

CHIN A USES SMOKELESS POWDER. h

Six Factories There Sow.Will Make J.
Small Rapid Fire Guns. q

The latest Chinese papers state that there 11

are at present six smokeless powder factoriesin operation in the Chinese Empire. ^Official estimates state that the output .

of these factories will soqn amount to
5J0.000 "cuttles" a month, says the Chicago
itecord. The Government is said to have T
over 2,000,000 cartridges loaded with smokelesspowder in its magazines already. The
Dowager Empress has also authorized the
Spee<ly erection of factories for the manufactureof small rapid-fire cannon, and It fc
is presumed that large orders for the
necessary machinery will soon be made.

Too Mnnr Bends and Turns.
"The firsit time I went to Boston was j£

when I was a boy," said the old citizen. I
"and I trotted downtown with another boy
' > buy a fishpole. It was on< of those long P
'tuboo poles, an' I'll be ding-blamed if ci

Boston streets weren't so blamed d
ul that the pole was clean bent out of
nd ruined before I could carry It to Ir
'".".Cleveland Plain-Dealer. g;

y

rriis SHARK WASTN
AJjG HURRY.

Fte a Skipper Whose
Watch Kept Tab on the

Monster's Speed.
TRUTHFUL JACK'S TALE.

t w in<3 -for Him thp Oi 13rfprlv

Medal Awarded by the
Liars' Club.

"The^ speed attained by South Atlantic
sharks in their efforts to arrive at desired
joints within the least possible space of
:ime," said No. 18, who used to be in the
tav.v and is now a clerk in the Navy Department,addressing the last meeting of
he Washington Liars' Club, "has long
>een a subject for scientific investigation,
don't know the exact number of knots

hey have been found to make within the
ipace of an ordinary four-hour watch, but
f a South Atlantic shark can't beat an aljatrosswhen it comes to speed I'll eat my
>ag and hammock and ditty box. Now,
Phere are some sharks down in the South
Atlantic that don't like to find CheroselvO*
:oo near the equatorial waters, and yet
liey want to have plenty of room to prowl.
Phey've got the temperature of water that
;uits them best figured out to a nicety, and
hey know that 011 the other side of the
equatorial line there's just as good water,
ind water of the same degree of tempera
:ure as that in which they're fooliim
iround when they get to thinaing on this
mbject. Well, what do they do when they
;et to worrying over the cramped space In
vhich they find themselves on one side of
he line or the other? Why, they just
nake a dash across the line; that's all,
fhey know that the equatorial line is 0
rocha of water that's a heap too hot for
heir constitutions, and that they can't
hand monkeying around in the water on
hat line too long, and so they just hop
ver it, likecy-cut, so fast that you can't
;ee their fins for dust.
"I remember once, when I was on the old

riconderoga, a thing happened that gave
is a line on the speed of sharks when they
ake it ir.ro their heads to get speedy. We
:ot into the port of Montevideo one mornngat 10 o'clock. It was on a Monday.
Ipril 12. Montevideo harbor is full of
harks, and the men forward got to fishing
ver the side for them, in order to get their
pines to make walking sticks of them. One
mge man eater was landed after great difIculty,with the combined strength of the
vhole watch on deck, and he had to be
lubbed with belaying fains and capstan
tars for an hour before he gave up and
ashed in. Well, we cut hitn open. and.
bntlemen, what do you suppose we found
n/ide of him? Why! as fine a gold watch
nd chain as ever you saw in your lives!
Jot an ordinary minute gnd second hand
idtch, but one of those watches that give
he date, the day of the week, the phases
f the moon and the whole thing. Well,
irs, you can imagine our astonishment
ihen we snapped the case of this wa'tcb
pen and found that it bad stopped exctlyat 4 p. m., April 11.the day before
re got into Montevideo.
"The skipper of onr ship reported this
act to the townspeople of Motevideo when
ie wont ashore, feeling confident 'that some
iromtnent citizen of that town had iuadertentlypermitted himself to be made a
leal of by an epicurean shark. He natnralvconcluded that the victim must have
>eeu a promiuent citizen to pack such f!
well timepiece around with him. .\ >Lodv
-as missing out of the popuiar.oc. o." Monteideo.and the thiDg looked almighty myserious.
"Well, we remained ;n the harbor of
tontevideo for sly weeks, making repairs,
nd in that time the shark and watch iniden-twas practically forgotten. We were
ist upoji the point of pulling our for northrnwaters when the British ship Cardiff,
reifi rernambuco. Brazil, put Into Monteifieo.The Cardiff's mate was in command,
nd be had a queer story to tell of how
ie command had fallen to him. It seems
aat on April 11 the skipper, returning to
he ship from Pernambuco in his longboat,
ad slipped in stepping on to the float leadlgto the ship's gangway and fallen into
ae water. Before the boat's crew hud a

hance to pull him back into the stern
beets there was a swish, and the skipper
as being packed off in the jaws of a gigancshark. You'll remember that this Impelledon the afternoon of April 11. Well,
tare wouldn't baye been anything remark-
ble about this if the mate in command of
he Cardiff hadn't happened to mention
hat the skipper had a valuable watch on

is person when the shark got him. Our
ommanding officer heard about this, and
e looked up the mate and asked him what
ind of a watch It was. The mate exactly
escribed the watch that we had taken out
f the shark's stomach in Montevideo on

he morning of April 12. and when our skipershowed it to him he instantly id'entiedit.
"Xow, all that anybody who doubts this
as got to do In order to find out how many
lousand miles Pemambuca is from Monteideois to measure the scale on the atlases
f South America. That shark only hit the
igh places in jumping from Pernambuco
> Montevideo, and if there's any doubter
f this narration here present, why, here's
ie shark's spine,'" and Xo. 18 of the Liars'
lub held up a twenty-five cent malacca
tick.
The quarterly medal was then bestowed
pon Xo. 18 by unanimous vote..WashingmStar.

HISTORIC FURNACE IS SOLD,

'he Catoctin First Made Cannon for

Georu'e Washington.
The Oatoctin Furnace property in Fred

ickCounty, purchased last Spring from
ic receivers by a syndicate represented
y Ernest Sharp, of Baltimore, for $30,000,
us been transferred to the Bide Mountain
on & Steel Co., of Baltimore, for $580,x>.
The steel company has given a mortgage
) the Produce F.xchange Trust Co., of New
ork. covering the entire property, lnclud>g10,500 acres of land, to secure the 'issue
f $500,000 worth of 5 per cent bonds. The
irnace was founded in 1776. and was acvelyoperated until about ten years ago.
It is popularly believed that the furnace
as established tp cast cannon and other
nplements of war for the revolutionary
rmy. It is understood the new owners
ill* thoroughly overhaul the property, retwith modern machinery and resume

peratlons at an early date..Baltimore
forld.

Desperate Cnse.

"May I offer you a tract?"
The speaker was a mild, benevolent-iookigman, considerably past the middle-age.
"I suppose you may," replied the elderly
ItJizen whom he nn.d addressed, "but I
on't believe I can use it in my business."
"I can think of no occupation, my friend,
ant should be Ijeyond the reach of those
>tiuences that tend to lead men to a better
fe. If you are following an unrighteous
ailing there is all the more need of such
iflr.ences. May I ask what your business
s?"
"My business, sir, is as respectable as
ours. I a.m a musical instructor. In my
me. sir" responded the other, with evt-
put pride, "I have taught eighty-three
landolln orchestras:"
"And you boast of it!" exclaimed the man
rith the tracts, passing his hand tretnlinglyacross his forehead. "My friend,
-I have nothing in my valise, I fear, that
an reach you!"
And he walked away, dazed..Chicago
"rihune.

\eecleil a Divinins Rod.

"Ho, there, Jilkins, have you got change
)r a twenty?" asked Van Touch, rushing
p to Jilkins breathlessly.
"Yeh.yes, I believe I"
"Well, just let me have a ten then, and".
"Come to think of It," said Jilldns, "I
>ft my bundle home with my wife before
started down town, and"
"Too bad." said Van Touch, "I wanted to
ay you that ten," and he pulled out a
risp. new twenty. "Some other old time'll
o, though. S'long," and he was off.
"What I need In my business is a dlvinigrod," mused Jilkins, as he wended his
loomy way..Washington Post.

)

MOONSHIK If I
FAYETTE COM.

Hundreds of Illicit Stills F
in the Mountains of

Pennsylvania.
BUSINESS IS DANGEROUS F

Mountaineers Rarely Betray C
Each Other, and When They
Do It Costs Their Lives.

Cornellsrille, Pa., Dec. 2..The wilds of
Kentucky are not the only harboring places n

of "moonshiners" nor the only territory in a

the United States upon which the Illicit b
distillins of whiskey is a business carried tl
on for luxury and profit. In the mountains ji
of Saltlick and Springfield tbwnships, Fay- t'
ette County, and up and down the Chestnut q
Itldge of the Alleghanies, through Fayette v

and Westmoreland counties, hundreds are c

now engaged in this risky occupation.
Reports coming from the mountains now d

indicate that the prosperity In these sec- r

tious has caused a 'boom in the operations, u

k Instead of turning the minds and hands t

of the mountaineers to nobler pursuits, and t(
another big raid is being planned in the
minds of the ever alert revenue officers, u

The moonshiners always adopt a little ii

blind to cover over their real employment. 11
Some of them work at intervals, now at c

cutting pit posts; others take turns at t

chopping for the lumber companies, but all F
of them have their lay-off weeks, when a v

"run" is being made at one or the other
still. £
The supply of grain is a puzzle to those t

not acquainted with the patience which
the moonshiners give evidence of pos- ^
sessing. Around many of the mountain
homes can be noticed a little cleared spot '

on the hillside, where rye or corn waves t
in the breeze. The suspicious field of rye J
or corn is usually an indication that the
revenue officers will have occasion to visit
the neighborhood when the crop is ripe.
The last raid made on the moonshiners t

in the Fayette district took place recently, f(
when Deputy Collector W. J. Dickson, of tj
Pittsburg; County Detective Alexander rj
l*cBeth, of Fayette County; United States
Commissioner Ii. D. Beall, of Uniontown,
and Special Officer Hazard, of Pittsburg,
went over the rocky roads which are

themselves a barrier to all raiding parties. r.
They left Connellsville early in the night 0l
and arrived at a point near the Saltlick n
and Springfield township dividing lK>undary
at 2 o'clock in the morning. The night r|
was black as pitch, but the officers had j(
the still ideated, and after some trouble
surrounded it.
Silently they wnited in the brush. Sud- ,.j

denly the officers heard a crackling or n
twigs, the tramp of feet and the first one d
of a party of moonshiners burst through j
the leaves and into view. He took In at a a
glance his position and turned into the f
brush. The officers tired volley after vol- t(
ley. The man dropped in his tracks, but
arose instantly and stumbled on. finally es- i

caplng. The officers entered a house nearbyand found two still f>tie helfj 120 gallons,the ofter sixty gallons.
So.vctihies counterfeiting Is combined

With the moonshine operations, a counterfeitermaking his headquarters with the v

mountain people tyhllo he turns out spurious
icoin

There are various reasons why the moonshinetraffic cannot be blotted out entirely
in the Fayette County mountains. The
first because it is as natural for the moiin- ?,
tniueer to make "moonshine" as it is for
the average country farmer to make but-

Iter. Then, too, tne.v nave a sort 01 niiui-

I teal association which prohibits one talking i!
about another's affairs. Death Is frequent- ^

I ly the penalty for a violation of this rule. a

HAS A~PAIlTbF SPECTACLES f<
MORE THAN 100 YEARS OLD. £

0

Frame Is of 'Heavy Iron and Has the rt

Appearance of a Black- fj'
smith's Work. 0

a
Hardstown, Ky., Dec. 2..J. M. Crume, lt

of Botland, this county, is the possessor of \
a pair of spectacles that are perhaps the jj
oldest of the kind in the State. The first d

owner was the Key. William De Rohan, a ^
Catholic missionary, who came to Kentuckyin 1701, and for whom Rohan's

Knob, in Nelson County, is named. I
The spectacles look as if they were made

by a blacksmith, the frame being of heavy
iron. The glasses are round and about the
size of a silver dollar. The ear clasps arc

iron rings. During Father De Rohan's lifetimethe glasses fell behind the walls of
a room he occupied, and he did not try to .

recover them. They remained in the wall v.

many years, and were recently found byju
Mr. Crume, who was repairing the house. \
They present a marked contrast to the Sl

delicate eyeglasses worn by the present tl
generation. si

tl
BIG FIELD FOR LAWYERS.

tl
United States Commissioner at Mas- u

cogree Has Tried 2.350 Cases n:

in Six Years. ^
W. C. Jackson, United States Commis- 0

sioner at Muscogee, I. T., has had a re- c

markable career as a lawyer. Before the
rule was adopted confining the trial of J'
criminal cases arising in the Indian Ter- 5
ritory to the courts of that region, he prac- ^
tised in the United States courts at Fort ,
Smith, Paris (Tex.) and Wichita, where >s

most of the Indian Territory criminals were P
tried. In 185).'! he was appointed United "

States Commissioner at Muscogee, and n

since that time has handled 2,850 criminal o

cases, most of which were sent to the
higher court for trial.
'.r !. \f. Taflronn ra.
Ill U 111 1UUUUJ, OHU iu.1. -lAV.c-w- ...

centlj*. "the Federal court does the work >
of the circuit, county, probate and police
courts, nil rolled into one, and, of course,
the amount of business is enormous. There
are three regular Federal judges in the T
Territory, each assigned to a separate di- J
vision, and the 'floating judge.' The Judge
of our division, the northern, is Judge ?
John R. Thomas, also of Illinois. Court is ll

held at Muscogee, Vlnita and Wagoner, In c

our division, and at South McAlester and a

Ardmore, In the other two divisions. Only
civil eases, involving violation of the tlm- t.
ber and revenue laws. etc.. are now taken t
outside of the Territory for trial. In the P
jail at Muiscogee afe the present time are v

thlrty-etglu men charged with murder, as a

wt II as many otljeV prisoners. The In- E
dlans, however, are progressing, as is u

proven by the fact that both the Creeks n
and Choctaws have signed treaties with
the Dawes Commissioners, agreeing to ac- t
cept allotment of their lands in severalty." 5

WANT BOOMS. NOT BOMBS.

This Virginia Ifumlet Object* to
R«in>r Millie I rtelo Sum's Tarcret. 11

The citizens of the little village of Snow- n
den's, Va., a few miles below Port Foote, b
on the Potomac, bad an experience recentlj G
through wlbic'h none of them cares to go n

again. Snowden's is a farming settlement, h
where several houses are built in close
proximity to each other along the river y
front. Thursday and Friday last the com- s<

raunlty suddenly found itself under a bom- e

burAnient. The artillerymen stationed at r

Fort Foote were recently ordered to do t!
some practice shooting with eight-inch tl
siege guns. A target was placed two miles
below the fort In the Potomac River.
The first the inhabitants knew of their

danger was when the shells began to pass
through their yards and over their build- Cl

ings. A projectile finally lodged in a nearbyhillside, from which it wa§ afterward
disinterred. It measured eight inches in
diameter and twenty-four inches In Iengtn. "

Several other shells landed in the vicinity.
The citizens have made a protest to tae b

authorities in Washington..Baltimore Her- b
aid- C

IDE IT DP AFTER
TWENTHjVE YEARS
"rank H. Totman and
Mrs. Lizzie M. Trent Renewedthe Old Love.

'ARTED IN NEW YORK.

Quarrelled on Their Wedding
Eve and Met Recently

in St. Lou is.

It was a gloomy, blustering Winter's
igftt, with tliesnow flying in angry gusts,
At accompaniment outside to 'the quarrel
etween a young man and his fiancee In
he parlor of Qier home in New York City
ast a quarter of a century ago. It was on
he eve of their wedding, and, although the
parrel started over a trivial matter, both
owed to go different ways and never to
ross each otther's path again.
Yesterday afternoon, as the rain beat
own in blinding streets, soaking through
ubber coats and chilling the fle^h to the
narrow, the same couple plighted their
roth before an East St. Louis Justice of
he Peace.
F^ank H. Totmian and Lizzie M. Hail
rere reared together and were schoolmates
n Xew York City. Their families ihac1
ived near each other for years and were
lose friends. So it was considered a materof course when the engagement of
'rank and Lizzie 'was announced. Frank
"as then twenty-three years old, and his
ancee was twenty-one years old. He had
rnde good headway in packing estabJishreuts,where he had been promoted step
iy vstep from an apprentice Ito Ihead butcher
Then came the evening of the quarrel and
eparation. As Totman left the young
oman's house, he held up his right hand
ud swore that he would never marry any
ther than her. He told his relatives of
he quarrel and began packing his small
elonglngs. Attempts to dissuade him were
ruitless. The next morning he sent in his
esignation and boarded a train hound for
tie West. He wandered aimlessly about
he country for several years, trying to
irget the pretty auburn-haired girl. Sometmeshe worked a few weeks and then
he roaming fever would seize him and he
ould hie himself away to remote places
here he could be alone.
Several years ago he drifted into Chicago
nd obtained a position as a butcher with
lio Yol«nn Yfnrri* <Vi,nnnnxr T-T. u/irin » ».

overed his old skill and was rapidly proloted.A year and a half ago he was s-^nt
own to the East St. Louis brancn and
tiere made the foreman of the slaughter.
ig division.
Mearwhile Miss Hall recovered fiom the
epression following the quarrel and marledWilliam Trent. He was a merchant,
nd the couple lived together until Trent's
eath, fourteen years after the wedding,
ie left -his widow a snug sum of mene**
nd two small children. A jt.s.r rigo, Mrs,
rent and sev»rii 0f ner relatives removed
> East St. Louis. They rented a neat litI'house near Gross's Park. If ever a
roughf of her old sweetheart entered her
lind, Mrs. Trent did not reveal It.
In the course of the severely cold weather
f a mouth ago, a man and a woman, both
uddle-aged. were seated on opposite sides
f an East St. Louis street car bound
own town. Inadvertently their eyes met.
"Lizzie."
"Erank:"
The couple forgot for the minute that
ley were in a public conveyance. Their
ands met and closed in a warm clasii.
xplanatioms which followed laid bare the
fe story of each since their, quarrel away
ack In New York City a quarter of a eeniryago. Tctman made many calls at the
ust St. Louis home of his old sweetheart
fter the meeting in the street car.
Yesterday morning Totman appeared be-
ire jusikt ur me i i n' t* jnvnu v/eiiier.

!e wanted a marriage license. Judge Oehrwas personally acquainted with Potman
nd gave him a note to the County Clerk
t BeMevue for the marriage license. He
iturned with the document two hours
iter, and after dinner yesterday the couleappeared before Judge Oeliler, who
uickly tied the knot that made them one.
Mr. and Mrs. Totman are established in
neat little home on St. Clair avenue, only
few blocks from the National Stock

arete. Last niglit there was a big eelebraonat the house. Friends of both famiesmade up a surprise party and swooped
own on the couple unawares. All were
tade welcome and several hours were
assod enjoyablj-..St. Louis Republic.

WOJIKX ARK BOSSES HERE.

n Alaska They Even Keep an Eye
on Husband's Pipe.

Rev. J. J. Walter, superintendent of misonwork of the Methodist Episcopal Church
i Alaska, lectured in the First Methodist
Ipiscopal Church, St. Paul, recently. Mr.
Walter's, subject was "Alaska." His lee;irewas illustrated with stereoptlcon
iews. He compared the climate of Alaska
ith that of New York to the advantage of
.laska, but he admitted that "there is
omething in the atmosphere of Alaska
hat causes a man to lie. Everything is
0 monstrous that you are astonished at
lie truth."
Mr. Walter said he had seen 531 deer,
lie result of two days' hunting. They
ere being sent across the country to
inrket. The price was $1 a head.
Mr. Walter said there are no Indians In
laska; the natives are not Indians. They
bject to being called so, and like to be
ailed natives.
"They are not Indians in face, form,
inguage, habits or customs," Mr. Walter
rent on; "they are Mongolians, Japanese.
>ne way in which they differ from the
'orth American Indians is that the1 womiin
1 boss of the husband. Woman's rights
revail in all the tribes of Alaska. The
usband cannot smoke a pipe without perlisslonfrom hl« wife: he c.in't hnv rji

unce of tobacco.".Baltimore Sun.

SEARCHLIGHT AT FIRE®.

lew Device to Assist Firemen i i»
Their Work.

Chief Engineer of the Fire Department
Vdlllam C. McAfee, says the Baltimore
imerlcan, has been authorized to take
teps to equip the wagon of the superlu
?ndent of machinery with a portable callumsearchlight for use on the Are ground
t large fires at night.
McAfee witnessed the test last week of
he searchlight on the "trouble wagon" of
he Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph Deartmentfor the purpose of aiding the
workmen of the department In locating
nd repairing breaks 111 tne wire at nignt.
[e became convinced tbat a similar light
rould be of service to the Fire Departient.
Chief Engineer McAfee estimates that
he searchlights will not cost more than
100 apiece.

Wagner the Rase In Paris.
Paris. Xov. 18..Wagner is just now the

agfc here. M. Dajmoureux's production of
Tristan und Isolde" has taken fresh hold
pon the opera lovers. It is considered
etter than any performance given In
lermany, outside of Bayrenth. M. LaloureuxIs already preparing for the exibition.
The Grand Concert Society, formed some
ears ago will with his help organize a
eries of productions In which all the great
oinposers, including Wagner, will be repesented.But from the present indicalonsWagner's productions will preserve
heir hold on the public this season.

Hamh Treatment.
"My dear, I thought they had abolished
orporal punishment in the navy."
"They have."
"Does that apply to yachts, too?"
"I suppose it does. What are you drivlgat?"
"Why, I noticed that in a recent race off
fewport one of the yachts was steered so
adly that her spanker struck a buoy.".
leveiand Plain Dealer.

DIPLOMAT MEETS
A SPRING LOCK.

Gautemalan Envoy in an

Embarrassing Position
in a Hotel.

BARRED FROM HIS ROOM.

Had Stepped Out, Undressed,
for Water, and Wind Closed

His Door.

One of flie most dramatic happenings In
the history of diplomacy In Washington occurredlast week, the scene of the incident
being the Cairo, a great apartment house
in Q street, which, is run on the plan of a

family hotel. The hero of the episode was
Don Antonio Lazo Arriaga, envoy extraordinaryan4 Minister Plenipotentiary from
Guatemala.
The senor gets up rather late every morning,and he shaves himself; for the latter

purpose a small pitcher of hot water is regularlyplaced outside of the door of his
flat at a certain hour. On the occasion re-
ierreu to rne coioreu servitor wnose amy
it was to purvey the toilet requisite in
question was so careless as to place the
receptacle some feet away from the entrance.The distinguished diplomat accordinglyfound himself obliged to step
forth after it, and this feat he attempted
in a somewhat gingerly fashion, being clad
at the time in his underclothes and nothingelse.
The move was a success so far as reachingthe pitcher unobserved was concerned,

but what was the horror of the senor when
a l'ttle breeze, caused by the opening of
the portal, blew the door to with a slam,
leaving him on the outside. It was a spring
lock. Alas! and likewise woe is me! These,
It may be supposed, were, when properlj
translated into Spanish, the ejaculations of
the Minister Plenipotentiary from Guatemala.All was not yet lost, however; there
was yet fine to effect a dignified escape
from the embarrassing situation. He
pushed the button of the electric bell re
peatedly and pounded violently upon the
door.
If be had contented himself with toucn.

ing the electric button all would probably
have been well, but the noisy pounding
brought to the door of the adjoining flat,
in some alarm, a lady. She stepped forth
and gazed with horror and amaze upon
the strange and even grewsome figure of
the Guatemalan Minister, standing in his
embarrassment first on one foot and then
on the other, and exhibiting none of that
calmness and dignified equipose which are
supposed to mark the professional and experienceddiplomatist.
At the same time it would be a grave

mistake to imagine that Mr. Arriaga was
deserted altogether by his presence of
mind. As he afterward confessed, the,
thought did strike him that his acp^.
ance in. such an undiplomatic cosfame, or
lack of the same, might possJKy be made
a subject ,

" ional correspondence
and involve him in serious controversy; but,
to do him justice, his first feeling was one
of modest shock.a sentiment divided betweenshame on his own account and svmpathywith the situation' of the lady, who
appeared to be unable to move throughsheer astonishment.
All of this, it should be realized, occupiedonly a few seconds of time, but when an

eminent diplomat finds himself in his undershirtand drawers on the outside of his
habitation, under the eaze of a ladv not he-
longing to his household, even so' brief a
time may seem like a year. The situation
could not last, and the senor, recognizingthis fact, took advantage of an inspiration,which might not have come to a man less
resourceful and acquainted with the various
aspects of life. With one blow he slammed
the pitcher of hot water, which he still
held in .his hand, through the glass of the
locked door, and then, thrusting his arm
inside, he turned the knob and disappeared
within. He says now that it did occur to
him to dive through the glass head foremost,like Harlequin, but such a move
would certainly have been less dignified.

It. is undeniable that foreign diplomats in
Washington frequently find themselves at :t
loss, owing to t.he novelties presented to
them by American customs. Even the languageoffers difficulties. Only the other
day the Guatemalan Minister was speaking
t0 some Washington ladies of what he regardedas a remarkable social experience
met with here at the capital. He had been
inviron to an anernoon reception.
"And do you know," he said, "the hostess

received the guests In a nightgown!"
"Good heavens!" replied the ladies to

whom this information was addressed.
"Surely, you nrfe joking, Mr. Minister!"
"Not at all, I assure you," reiterated the

diplomat. "It was In her night dress that
we were received. Low neck and bare
arms."
"Oh. you mean evening dress, do you not,

Mr. Minister?" suggested one of the ladies.
"Yes, that is what I mean," admitted Mr.

Arriaga. "Low neck and bare arms, just
like the costumes for the opera or ball." As
may be imagined, the laugh was at the
Minister's expense. In Washington ladies
quite commonly wear evening dress when
giving afternoon receptions.
The occurrence above described reminds

one of another incident In which an Orientaldiplomat managed to make himself mis-
HHUermooil. 11 was ui ii uig inxytlon,and he was talking to Mrs. Mackay
Smith, a near relation of the Vanderbilts
and the wife of a distinguished Episcopal
clergyman. The conversation fell upon the
contrast between Eastern and Occidental
customs in regard to women, and the Minister,Interested In the subject from a theoreticalstandpoint and by no means Intendingany offence, said:
"My wife is covered: she is for me.

Ton". pointing significantly to her bare
shoulders."are for all men."
Naturally Mrs. Mackay Smith dropped the

subject, offended, and turned away to talk
to somebody else. She has declared since
that she will not permit herself in future
to be in the same room with "that barbarian.".ChicagoChronicle.

mVIYG FOR f8,000,000.
Efforts to Locate a French War

Ship Loat One Hundred
x ears Agu.

Soundings and diving are taking place
near the island of Terschelllng, In the north
of Holland, at the spot where a French
war ship sunk just one .hundred years ago,
says the Chicago Record. She was loaded
with silver and gold to the amount of
40,000,000 francs, or $8,000,000. The captain'slog mentions the amount aud as early
as 1800 French sailors succeeded In bringingto the surface a box containing 1,500,00)
francs' worth of gold and sliver Ingots.
In 1850 and I860 a private undertaking succeededin raising another 1,250,000 francs'
value. The war ship sunk in 200 feet of
water and (livers have great uimcuity 111

working at sueli a depth. Dynamite is now
being used to break up t.be iron cases.

COSTA RICA'S FINE THEATRE.

"The National Theatre, at San Jose, CostaRica, is a wonder," said a man who had
recently returned from that city. "In point
of beauty it is said to stand third among
houses of its kind in the world. It cost

three million dollars to erect, and the work
of construction occupied many years. The

design follows the Grand Opera House, of
Paris, in a general way, although, of
course, the building is very much smaller

Txrlvita ninrhlft fliirl MpxI-
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call onyx. The main entrance hail and foyerscontain some superb pieces or statuary,
and the decorations were done by Euro
pean artists of reputation. When a visitor
sees it for the first time, standing in the
midst of a straggling little Central Americancapital, with a suburban .fumble of
mud-built huts, he feels like pinching himselfto find out whether ihe isn't dreaming."
.New Orleans Times-Democrat.

Hetty.Funny that Charley Martin and
Kate Stanley should be engaged to marry.'
They are mot a bit alike.
Nettie.I know it: and they ride differentmakes of wheel..Boston Transcript.

BEAR-HUG WALTZ
IS TOJONTIE,

Dancing Masters Unable
to Introduce More

Formal Fashion.

NEW DANCES ADOPTED.

"Chlca" Is One, and It Comes
from Spanish Porto

Rico.

The "hear hug" waltz will, It Is said,
continue to be popular in Washington, despitethe opposition of dancing masters,
according to Professor Sheldon, who has

received liters from Secretary Oscar Duryea,of the American National Association
of Dancing Masters, which held its annual
convention at Niagara Falls in June. The

waltz, two-step and landers will still be
the most popular dnnces, and as the "bear

ling" figures In the waltz and two-step,
Professor Sheldon says there will be

"mighty few lancijers danced."
The association adopted three new

dances, which will be known as the Niagara,
Gurlette and Duquesne, but as the secretarylias not yet completed his work on the
minutes of the convention, the style of the
new dances will not he made public before
the 1st of September.

Bicycle Enemy to Dance.

Dancing has been on the wane in Washingtonfor the past four years, according
to Professor Sheldon, and there will be
less of it than usual the coming season.

' * /I n crrnsbf- PTlfMlTV tO
I"lie Dicycie ii«» piuiru
Terpsichore, and young people, instead of
passing the evening In crowded ball rooms

and parlors and exhausting their energy In

whirling around over the floor, now find
more pleasure In 'bicycle parties to popular
resorts, which conclude with jolly suppers
at the homes of the hostesses or at some

of the large hotels, and 'by midnight the

participants are at home and get a good
rest for the next day's business or gayety.
The "beaf hug," according to Professor

Sheldon, had Its origin on the stage, where
the "tough" dancers gave imitations of
terpsdehorean evolutions on the Bowery and
Kast Side, New York. From the stage it
drifted to the riverside and suburban gardenpavilions, 'where it was picked up by
the young men with a fondness for frequentingsuch places and some of them
more daring than others Introduced it in a

mild form into society dances, where it
soon became popular, and despite the outcryraised against It by many of the more

J *. -""'"i 11- oomtlnuej
sran lenuerB >u ow>n» v..........

to flourish.
The "Chlca" from Porto Rico.

Another dance which has been sg^n at
some of the local p&>011(1 may be

adoptee by society in a modified form is
the "ehlca," Which was annexed when
Cuba and Porto Rico were taken from the
Spaniards. It was picked up by the soldiers
in Havana and Ponce, and soon found
favor in variety balls and other places of
public amusement. The "chlca" Is said to
nave come over to Spain from Africa and
was taken by the Spaniards to Cuba, where
it was adopted by the Spanish soldiers and
soon became one of the most popular
dances of the island. The position taken
by the dancers in the "chlca" is the same
as In the waltz, and It is danced to waltz
time, only where the Avaltzers would wheel
Instead of the Sharp turn there is a momentarypause.
The two-step now so popular Is said by

dancing teachers to be the same dance
known as the "Dutch" or German "gallopode"In vogue years ago at German beer
gardens, and still danced by many Teutonsat their picnics or other gatherings.
onlv the Germans dnneed It more hilariouslythan it Is usually danced at social
functions.

philadelphi^THAS^Z"
COIN 2,000 YEARS OLD.

It Was Struck Off at the Philadelphia
Mint of Lydia and Was Picked Up

by a Curio Hunter in 'Europe.
One of the prized curios of the PhiladelphiaMint, says the Philadelphia Record,

is a coin which is two thousand years old,
and which was cojned at the ancient mint
of that other Philadelphia of the Par East
mentioned in the Bible. It is still in good
condition, and the Inscription is perfectly
legible.
The design on the face of the coin bears

a striking resemblance to the Goddess of
Liberty of our own currency, and underneathis the one word. "Demos." which
means "the people." On the other side is
the figure of Diana, with her bow arched,
and the inscription, "Diana, Friend of the
Phlladelphians."
When this coin was struck off Philadelphiawas the most important city of Lydla.

The prize was picked up in Europe by
Joseph -Ulckley. a celebrated Philadelphia
violin maker and numismatist of high repute,who presented It to the Mint.

FOR CONGRKSSMEI-VS GIRLS.

Wealthy Washing-ton Woman Starts
n School in Which to

Train Them.
Mrs. Emily E. Brlggs, one of the wealthiestwomen In "Washington, D. C., la about

to open a novel school for the daughters
of Senators and Congressmen. It Is to br
known as the Olivia University, says the
San Francisco Examiner.
"So many Senators and Congressmen havs

come to me for advice as to how to educate
their daughters, that I am opening this
school as a standing answer to the question.Without exception, all the lawmakers
who consulted me have said that theli
daughters realized the vicissitudes of politicallife and wanted to bo prepared to earn
their own living If need be. I shall open
the Olivia University to meet this need. It
has been a pet project of mine for several
years.
"We shall have a horticultural depart

ment and make a specialty of landscape
gardening. Women of artistic perceptions
are partfcnlarly adapted to this line."

Mrs. Brlggs Is the widow of John Brlggs,
long financial c-lerk of the House of Ilepre
seutatives.

BABY WBIGHK1) 10 OUMUJUS.

Tnnnton, Main., Child Only 12 Inc*ho
Lour, bnt dSyaininetrioal.

A bright little girl baby.tremendous'j
little at that.Is the cause of much talk ir
Taunton, Mass., says the Boston Globe
Her name is Marie Noemle, daughter ol
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bernard, of No. <

Fourth avenue, and when she first saw thi
light of day, on Friday last, weighed
scarcely a pound, in fact, only fifteen
ounces according to the statement of tin
attending physician and also the father.
When a Globe reporter called to-day thi.miteof humanity was tugging aiway at t

nursing bottle, and made herself heart
When disturbed to be weighed and meas
ured. At birth she Was scarcely twelv<
inches long, but within the past four dnyi
she has grown almost as many inches and
is a trifle over fifteen. Her form Is sy.m
metrical, though on a small .scale, and th<
attending physician is confident that sh<
will thrive and live.

In r,un.«

"Belinda," the young lawyer said, "1
have been your devoted knight ever slnc(
we were children together, twenty-on<
years ago, and you have never positively
refused me. By all the legal precedents
twenty-one years' undisputed possession 01
the privilege of considering myself youi
lover, Belinda, gives me the nndoubtct
right to ask you to be my wife. Wil
yon?"
"Yes," she replied, after a moment's re

flection, "but it seems so absurd, Horace
to marry a man on a technicality!".Chi
cago Tribune.

BRITISH OFFICERS
BRAVE, ROT STUPID

German Critic's Prophecy
Seems to BeRealized.

ANTIQUATED METHODS.

They Expose Themselves T oc

Much and Adhere to ObsoleteVolley Firing.
Dispatches from Natal recall n predict)

made by a German officer writing in 1
Mllitaerisehes AVochenblatt, the organ
the German Imperial army, that Brit
officers would be found weak in the fi
Internal evidence seems to Identify
writer of this essay with the military
tache of the German Embnssy In Gr
Britain, Baron von Luttwltz, a Prussi
captain.
The writer reviews the campaign of 3

against the Transvaal to prove that
"officer corps of the British army"
solely to blame for the defeats. He r

lyzes the destruction of an English bal
ion at Brunber's Spruit, and the defeai

Majuba Hill to show what ruin was wor

by a series of stupidities of which resp
slble commanders were guilty. He que
an English Major's prophecy concern

the present war, as follows:
"The war will no doubt result In

favor because we have a formidable, s

perior force, but it will cost enormous sa
riflces in men. because it Is only too tn
that our leaders do not know anythli,
about war, and our officers do not imde
stand how to lead troops against a wel
armed enemy."
tn nrnnf nf this the German critic says

PlayiiiK at Soldier.
"A well-known English military authoi

for instance, states, in a work on the Enf
lish army, how hateful the study of tb
history of war is to the English office.
The English officers are opposed to whs
in our case would be called 'shop talk
But inasmuch as they can learn but littl r
from their wars against the Afridis an

the Soudanese; as the drill upon the parad
ground affords no opportunity for the a(
cumulation of tactical .wisdom; as, furthe
more, the officer is eager to strip himse'
of every military vestige as soon us he ha
left the hated drill ground, and at bei
studies antiquated battles of English hi
tory, it is not at all surprising that even
the manoeuvre he plays a role which
questionable for a military eye. It is eve,
so that the gentlemen play at soldier.
'TVjv »WtT^Stii£3?T» v'1"\ '.'.r -nrfir attitudeand their lack of interest during the

progress of a manoeuvre and by their conduetwhen not in service, evince only too
plainly that they have donned the uniform
simply because of the title that goes 'with
it.because it is fashionable for sons of
good family.
"Certainly the English officer has one

trait which will have its value in war, the
fondness for sport in every form, which in
England is pursued in a manner that must
develop the body and form determination.
This trait serves to enhance the couragfof the English officer, and brave he is
beyond doubt, this 'gentleman in uniform.'
An English officer told me once that lie
would consider it beneath his dignity to
kneel or lie down under the fire of the
enemy, because In his opinion this would
be a sign of fear.

Antiquated Traditions.
"It can be taken for granted.it having

been shown that the English. officeT of totisydoes not differ much from the one of 1881
.t'hbt the losses of the English in the impendingcampaign will be great, and thatthere wilt be defeats unless a superior force
On the EncrTt>ii side eniinlir»« tho mleto
la the leadership e-^-I utilizationof the field. The English artillery officerno doubt will. Just as he does In a
manoeuvre, place his battery at the ton ofthe ridge. Instead of placing it as far back
as possible, and thus the rifles of the Boerswill have the chance to pick off the men
and officers with that precision for which
the Butch fighters are justly famous.
"The English infantry officer will, just

as during a manoeuvre, expose his wholefigure as a target, and will have his men
fire volleys. Just as his ancestors at Waterlooordered their men to do. He does notknow otherwise. He knows full well that in
other armies much weight Is placed uponskirmish fire, but he does not know that
this fire la more effective because it admits
of better aiming. But he knows that the
English army haR always fired volleys and
that these volleys had great effect againstZulus and Dervishes, and for this reason
he will certainly not deviate from the old
established, venerable method of firing."Of course, there are generals and other
high officers who recognize the faults of
English tactics full well. Thus the commauder-in-ohlefselected for the Transvaal,
Sir Kedvers-BuHer, knows well that n dlf-
n-iviit unci il' in required i <> nave buwpss
against the Boers. He said, after an inspectionat Alders'hot, to the troops ordered
to the Transvaal: T)o not stick too eagerly
to old customs.' And in his 'critic' to the
infantry commander he said that they were
too anxious to have perfect alignments and
placed too little importance upon general
directions and upon the field. He told
them that they adhered too closely to
volleys, while the soldier, as att individual,
should be permitted to fire when he saw
the enemy and was sure of his aim.

"Will it avail much that Sir RedversBulleremphasizes this rule in the eleventh
hour? I am of the firm conviction that
it will have no influence upon the officers.
They will attack according to his orders;
they will expose themselves with heroism
,to the fire of the Boers: they will do what,
can possibly be asked of man's courage and
resolution.but they will not discard in
the last hout what for them was so far the
only correct method, and thus many or
these magnificent men will fall, sacrifices
to antiquated military views."

CAPTURE!) PEDRO AT WHIST.

Woman's Memory Lapsed and She
Took: Two Five Spots.

i This is what a Detroit whist player Is
willing to take oath took place at a party
where he was doing his level best for a
prize.
The laTge lady, hfs partner, gave the right

sleeve of her shirt waist a hitch, muttered
11 *.u. t-v, ooJ/* 4-V»r»

iniuer ncr men lu uiiu tueii wiu li» me

lady: "Look at that now. It's all askew
and so annoying1. I don't care who you g.j
to or how much you pay, It's always thd
same way. Did you signal for trumps, ot
was It the other hand"
"That sleeve lost us three tricks," cons

tlnuaed the complainant. "Then the otthoi
lady wanted a recipe for making chow*
< how-picklelily or something of that sort.
Of course my accommodating partner went
right to reeling It off, played a king to mj*
ace when she had a three spot, revoked on
another suit, led right into the enemy's
strength, and then had the nerve to ask md
if T saw anywhere that she could have bet«
tered her play. Say, I wanted to boll !hei
in oil.

"I tried to keep from turning red, sayin*
anything sarcastic, or swearing a little, anct
succeeded reasonably well.
"Then she went to telling abont a new

hat her neighbor had bought. She tools
two five spots at a heavy cost and then
consoled me with a half-screaming explanationthat she had been playing pedro tha
night before and had lapsed Into It again
watnout iiJiKiii^, i never weuaveu uuiin iu

t my life, feigned sudden illness, got away and
, made things blue for two blocks. After I
» was gone she told the opposition that 1
played a very stupid game.".Detroit Frea

, Press.
f

Women's Flctnre* In Capitol.
1 Sixteen windows Jn the dome of the new
1 capitol of Colorado, at Denver, are to havp

portraits of leading citizens of the State,
» and the women have suddenly sprung a
, demand upon the managers that tibelr sex

shall te represented In at leaat At« of
them.


